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erected in America (see bridge, subhead Sus-
pension Bridges).
The Whirlpool may be viewed in a thrill-
ing but safe ride on an aerial cable railway,
1,800 feet long, built in 1916 on the Canadian
shore. It is the only one of its kind in
America. In the passenger car twenty-four
people can be seated and twenty others may
find standing room.
Harnessed for Industry. The building of
power houses and factories along the shores
of Niagara River and Falls threatened for a
time to destroy the grandeur of the view, by
turning the main current from its natural
channel, leading over the Falls, to under-
ground sluiceways and tunnels, where it gen-
erated power. The amount of water thus
used had already made an appreciable dif-
ference in the volume of the cataract, and
plans were completed for large extensions of
the plants, when by a joint effort of the gov-
ernments of the United States and Canada in
1910 provision was made for restricting the
amount of water used for industrial purposes.
This amount is 20,000 cubic feet per second
on the American side and 36,000 cubic feet
on the Canadian side. Much of the power
produced by this flow is converted into elec-
trical energy by means of great turbine
wheels, and the electricity is conveyed by
wires to considerable distances. Buffalo's
street cars are run by power thus received
from the Falls, but about three-fourths of the
300,000-horse power generated is demanded
in the two cities facing the cataract.
Welland Canal. The commerce of the
Great Lakes passes from Lake Erie to Lake
Ontario through the Welland Canal, in Can-
ada, constructed nearly parallel to the river.
See welland caistal.
NIBELUNGENLIED, ne'be loony en leet,
one of the earliest and the greatest of national
German epics, which, in some form or other,
has existed from the thirteenth century. It is
of unknown authorship and is, like most of
the great national epics, rather a growth
from separate ballad poems than a perform-
ance completed at any one period. It was
originally founded on the story of Sigurd
in the Elder Edda, and additions were made
to it from time to time. The main story, with
Horse foundation, is as follows:
Odin, Loki and Ho'rnir, to appease Rodmar,
whose son they had killed, steal for him all
Andvari's gold, including1 a magic ring1. With
the g'old g-oes a curse, the leitmotif of the
whole story. Rodmar, for the sake of his
 gold, is murdered by his sons, Fafnir and
Regin; Fafnir runs away with the entire
treasure and, in the form of a dragon, watches
over it. Begin, a smith, plots vengeance.
Sigurd, son of a slain hero, Sigsmund, comes
to Regin to learn his craft. He hears of
Fafnir, and determines to kill him. From
fragments of a sword Odin had given his
father, he wields a mighty weapon and slays
the dragon. Burnt by a drop of the dragon's
blood, he raises his burning finger to his lips,
and instantly understands the language of
birds, who tell him that Begin plans treach-
ery. Sigurd slays Regin and with the treas-
ure sets out. On a hill encircled by fire he
finds Brunhild, sleeping. He wakens her with
a kiss, and the two plight their troth.
Again Sigurd wanders. At the court of
King Giuki the Queen gives him an en-
chanted drink, and he forgets Brunhild. Gun-
nar wishing to marry Brunhild himself, en-
lists Sigurd's aid in the quest. In the general
misunderstanding Sigurd marries Gudrun,
Gunnar's sister, and Brunhild marries Gun-
nar. This perversion of affairs—the operation
of the curse—ends in tragedy for everyone.
Sigurd is murdered, and Brunhild slays her-
self upon the funeral pyre. The gold had
been stolen by Gudrun's brothers and hidden
in the Rhine, and when they were treacher-
ously murdered on account of it the secret
of its whereabouts perished.
The story of the Nibelung treasure and its
curse forms the basis of Wagner's trilogy
The Nibelung Eirig, though his music drama
diflcers in many particulars from the original
folktale, and into it is woven a beautiful
symbolic and logical philosophy of life.
NICARAGUA, nik a raw'gwah, the second
largest of the Central American republics,
Guatemala being ninety square miles larger.
It is almost exactly the size of the state of
New York. The country would have attained
worldwide importance had the Nicaragua
Canal been built, but to-day it is of no more
note than some of its neighbors. The area
is 49,200 square miles; the population, in
1920, was 638,119,
The Country. The extension of the Boeky
Mountains of North America, called the Cor-
dillera of Central America, extends through
the republic nearly parallel to the Pacific-
Ocean, which borders the country on the
west. Between the mountains and the ocean
are depressions, one of which contains lakes
Nicaragua and Managua. The mountain
peaks reach an altitude i» places of nearly
6,000 feet. East of the highlands the land
slopes to the plains on the Caribbean shore,
at the east, though mountain spurs of low
altitude also extend eastward. Honduras is
north, and Costa Rica is south.

